
 

Saskatchewan Wheelchair Basketball Report 

This past year has been another busy year of wheelchair basketball within Saskatchewan.  

The year started off with Saskatchewan hosting the Introduction to Competition NCCP Coaching Clinic. 
The clinic was led by Tim Frick. Fifteen participants who coach minis, junior, women, men, and club 
teams completed the course but were sent home with homework to be certified.  

In February, SWSA traveled to Moose Jaw to host a wheelchair basketball demonstration at 15 Wing in 
conjunction with the Rick Hansen 25th Anniversary ‘Man in Motion’ Relay. We were excited to have  
pilots from the Snowbird participate in the demonstration. 

In March, Saskatchewan hosted the 2012 Junior Western Regional Wheelchair Basketball 
Championships in Regina. The night before the tournament began, a skills expo and social was held. 
Teams came from Alberta and British Columbia. After going undefeated in the round robin, 
Saskatchewan lost to Alberta in the final.   

The Saskatoon NRG hosted a Mini Paralympic day in March. Participants came from all over 
Saskatchewan. The morning session included stations where the kids had to participate in different 
Paralympic events. After a nutritional lunch, they worked on their basketball skills and then attended a 
session with the nutritionist on how to eat in order to optimize their performance. The highlight of the 
day was when a Paralympian came to give the kids firsthand experience on what it is like to participate 
in the Paralympics. After a 3 on 3 tournament, each athlete received a gold medal! The kids soon 
realized the mini Paralympic day was a sweet experience as their medals were a cookie wrapped in gold 
foil.  

All of the mini teams in Saskatchewan had the opportunity to compete and grow this year. The 
Saskatoon NRG and Regina Paratroopers each attended the mini tournament in Edmonton in April. A 
mini tournament was also hosted in Saskatoon in February. Unfortunately, the Regina Paratroopers 
were unable to find a facility to host the Mini Regional Tournament.  

In April, Club ‘99 travelled to Prince Edward Island to compete in 2012 CWBL Open Finals where they 
finished in 6th place. In the 5th place game, Club ’99 lost a close match to PEI Mustangs. This was another 
opportunity for Club 99 to develop and get more experience competing against other competitive teams 
from across Canada. 

In May, Saskatchewan sent the provincial women’s team to the 2012 National Championships in BC. The 
women’s team finished in 5th position. SWSA is proud to see this team develop and work towards 
building a high performance women’s team. 

 

 



This summer, SWSA hosted a Centre for Performance Junior Wheelchair Basketball Camp in Regina. The 
camp was open to mini, junior, and club level athletes who meet the age restriction for the 2015 Jeux 
Canada Games. The camp was coached by Steve Bialowis. Sessions included skills, drills, and mental 
training. There was a great turnout and fun was had by all.  

In July & August, SWSA conducted Wheelchair Basketball Demonstrations at Camp Easter Seal in 
Watrous, Saskatchewan. The game was introduced to over 150 campers with a variety of disabilities at 
three different age camps. SWSA usually identifies 2 to 5 participants by conducting these camps.  

At the end of August, Saskatoon played host to the 1st Annual 3 on 3 Wheelchair Basketball Tournament. 
Teams were invited from other provinces but only Saskatchewan teams participated. The tournament 
was held at the YMCA gymnasium in Saskatoon and was won by the Not So Old Guys. 

In September, the Saskatoon NRG Mini’s program kicked off with a Basketball Sundae. Practices will also 
begin for both Saskatoon and Regina programs.  

Sask Sport has committed to provide SWSA with funding for a High Performance Wheelchair Basketball 
Coach to the end of 2014. This will be a great opportunity for us to develop our athletes to get them to 
the next level of competition. In November, SWSA hired Lisa Franks as the High Performance Wheelchair 
Basketball Coach to cover as Stewart McKeown is on a medical leave from his duties. SWSA would like to 
thank all the coaches who have pitched in and assisted in Stewart’s absence.  

Future events we are looking forward to hosting in Saskatchewan include an officiating course in 
Saskatoon (January, 2013) and Regina (March, 2013), a mini regional event (May, 2013), and the 2nd 
Annual 3 on 3 Tournament (August 2013). 

Submitted by,  
Andrea Muir 
Executive Director 
 

         

 

 


